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Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

The Fall Virtual Parish Formation Kick-off Morning ZOOM Session scheduled for 

September 2 beginning with a virtual breakfast at 9:00 am: 

 

Join your lifelong formation in faith colleagues next 

Wednesday, September 2 for our parish catechetical 

leader (CLADD) fall kick-off.  Our keynote presenter is 

Bishop William Joensen who will break open the 

theological virtue of hope during these challenging 

times: not just for the communities we serve but for 

ourselves as well.   

 

This virtual kick-off will feature an opportunity for your 

own personal formation with Bishop Joensen, a breakfast gathering period for community 

building, prayer, small group breakout sessions to discuss questions posed by Bishop Joensen, 

large group sharing, and special announcements for the fall.  There will even be door prizes – 

copies of the revised General Directory for Catechesis or a commentary on the revised Directory 

from OSV or Twenty-Third Publications.   

 

Do not worry if your schedule doesn’t allow you to join us live because we will be recording the 

kick-off event with the exception of the breakout room conversations.  Please find the meeting 

link and agenda below. 

 

Fall Kick-off Agenda: 

9:00 am – session opens with a virtual hospitality session – bring your coffee, orange juice, fruit 

and pastry and enjoy some opportunity for conversation 

9:30 am – Welcome and prayer 

9:45 am – Bishop William Joensen, Ph.D. – Unmasking the Mystery: Hope and Disorder 

10:45 am – Break 

10:55 am – Breakout sessions based upon Bishop’s Reflection Questions: 

 Think about your gut feelings when it comes to masks and human faces.  What do these 

feelings reveal about what matters most to you, including your fears, your concerns, your 

needs? 

 What is your “disorder/security” index these days?  What are you grieving?   

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 
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 What role do the various communities (family, parish, faith, shared pursuits or other 

groups) to which you belong play in your life right now?  Is the sense of ‘presence’ or 

‘absence’ more intense?  What is your hope for your communities?  For yourself? 

 Has all that’s transpired in the past six months made life—made you—more simple, 

childlike? 

11:30 am – Large group sharing 

11:50 am – Announcements and closing prayer 

 

Des Moines Diocese is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: Parish Catechetical Leadership Kick-off (CLADD) 

Time: Sep 2, 2020 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81636645711?pwd=VzdyQjJ4cmxrd0YxOVgwbG1ZaGVDUT09  

 

Meeting ID: 816 3664 5711 

Passcode: fgnvc4 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

Meeting ID: 816 3664 5711 

Passcode: 576270 

 

Catechetical Sunday is September 20, 2020: 

 

The 2020 theme is “I 

received from the 

Lord what I also 

handed on to 

you.”  Those who the 

Community has 

designated to serve as 

catechists and catechetical leaders will be called forth (in person or virtually) to be 

commissioned for their ministry. Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the 

role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness to 

the Gospel.  Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to rededicate themselves to this 

mission as a community of faith. 

 

You can find many resources for you and your catechists, RCIA team members, youth Ministry 

volunteers, adult faith formation volunteer leaders, and those working in sacramental preparation 

by using this link to the USCCB website.  These resources include sacred images related to the 

teme (with catechesis), a message from Bishop Robert Barron, videos by my good friend Dr. 

John Rinaldo, liturgy resources including a commissioning service, prayer cards, posters, 

certificates, and some excellent articles that will assist with your on-going formation. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81636645711?pwd=VzdyQjJ4cmxrd0YxOVgwbG1ZaGVDUT09
https://www.usccb.org/committees/evangelization-catechesis/leadership-institute-catechetical-sunday-2020


Next week I will be sending out some sample scripts that you can share with your pastor on how 

to accommodate catechists who are gathered and those at home virtually for the commissioning 

service.   

 

Sadlier Religion has a free Catechetical Sunday Kit with a roundup of resources, activities, 

prayers, and ideas for 2020 based on the theme taken from St. Paul’s first letter to the 

Corinthians, “I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you.” 

 

Parish Return to Learn survey update: 

 

Thanks to each of you we are almost 100% 

compliant on completing the survey.  Sherri and I 

are working on creating a spreadsheet (either in 

Word or Excel) so that you and your pastor can see 

what everyone’s return to learn primary and 

secondary plan is.  This will be helpful if we begin 

to see COVID-19 outbreaks in your community, 

the local schools, or in your parish communities.  

You can lean on each other in the decision making progress as well as partnering with our 

Diocesan Regathering Committee to make the best decision for your families.   

 

Justin and I are visiting with parishes on their Return to Learn planning.  If we have yet to get to 

you, we will soon.   

 

Directory of Catechesis Opportunity – Join Joe Paprocki and Julianne Stanz for an 

afternoon virtual event – September 1 at 1:30 pm CDT: 

 

 
 

Join Joe Paprocki and Julianne Stanz as they review and discuss the updated and revised 

Directory for Catechesis.  Joe and Julianne will provide an overview of the revised Directory for 

Catechesis (2020) and explore the revised edition’s implications for how we think about, talk 

about, and go about doing the work of catechesis.  

 

The NEW Directory for Catechesis  
How it Will Change the Way We Think About, Talk About, and Go About Doing Catechesis  

Tuesday, September 1, 2020  

1:30-3:00 PM (CDT)  

Register today using this link.   

 

https://www.sadlier.com/religion/catechetical-sunday-resources?utm_campaign=22X_20_FA_Nat_LG_Rel_General_Child&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=93883566&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_7NiFsrIFLZ20W7FsKfo0et4BhQIzv7mizm2kezMgwNTiBw25YXoXBV-IxTvC6jbblVs-McA90R6ExmjCHKu-dyihZbw&utm_content=93883566&utm_source=hs_email
https://webinar.ringcentral.com/webinar/register/WN_AYkZgf_kRuS-ml2AkpzlmA


Revised Directory for Catechesis 

 

I have my copy, do you have yours?  The Pastoral Center 

staff including Bishop Joensen have received their copies and 

will be breaking pen this document.  Take tome today and 

order your copy using this link to the USCCB store. 

 

The Directory places catechetical instruction and formation 

of catechetical teachers clearly within the realm of 

evangelization.  It offers guidelines to assist in the creation of 

local directories and catechisms and clarifies the importance 

of catechetical renewal in Christian communities.  

The Directory affirms the presentation of the Catholic faith 

articulated in the Catechism of the Catholic Church as a 

sound point of reference for instruction while drawing deeply from Scripture and the writings of 

recent popes, especially Pope Francis’s Evangelii Gaudium. 

 

Over the next year, the Diocese of Des Moines will be offering opportunities for you to 

participate in unpacking the revised Directory.  There are two other resources for you to 

including the Catechists Guide to the Directory for Catechesis (OSV), Highlights & Summaries 

for Catechists and Pastoral Leaders – the Revised Directory for Catechesis (Twenty-Third 

Publications), and NCCL’s Magnify, which is a series of virtual events over a 4-month span that 

will introduce participants to the new Directory for Catechesis and explore each of the chapters 

in depth.  Register for Magnify today!   

 

Emmaus House Spiritual Exercises in Everyday Life – Virtual Sessions for 2020-2021: 

 

Through various meditations, contemplations, and prayer practices compiled by 

St. Ignatius of Loyola, this 32-week transformative journey in everyday life 

draws us into a profound encounter with God, leading to a more intimate 

relationship with God and generous service of others.  This opportunity is 

available in two formats: group and one-on-one.  For more information please 

see the attached brochure or contact Kevin O’Donnell.   

 

 

Litany of Trust Prayer: 

 

Jessica Maciel Hernandez recently shared this prayer with us from the Sister of Life.  Perhaps it 

may be a prayer that you will find helpful for you and perhaps your community.   

 

 

Have a great week!  Thank you for your leadership. 

http://store.usccb.org/directory-for-catechesis-p/7-669.htm
https://www.orderosv.com/product/catechist-s-guide-to-the-directory-for-catechesis
http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/newdiforcane.html
http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/newdiforcane.html
https://nccl.org/product-category/event-registration
mailto:kevin@theemmaushouse.org
https://sistersoflife.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Mobile-Litany-of-Trust.pdf

